
Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on the ways in which animals survive. Some animals live in hot places; others live in cold places. Wherever they live, animals need to adapt to their environment.

Essential Question: What makes different parts of the world different?
Genre: Expository Text- is a story that gives facts and information about a topic. It may include text features such as photos and captions, subheadings, and diagrams with labels. 
Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing. 
Word Workout (see page 79)
· Words to Know: compound word is a word made up of two smaller words.

EXAMPLE:  No two snowflakes are alike.
snow

flake
= a flake of snow
· You and your child will define each vocabulary word. Then you’ll make up a question using each word, and your child will make up an answer using that list word.


· Spelling/Phonics: silent letters wr, kn, gn, mb, sc You will say each list word, and your child will spell it and tell you which letter is silent. This week’s words contain the silent letters in words spelled with wr, kn, gn, mb, and sc.

Comprehension (see page 80): compare and contrast
When you compare, you show how things are alike. When you contrast, you show how things are different.
Your child will read about the alligator and the crocodile and determine how they are alike and how they are different.


Unit 4 Week 1


Weekly Concept: Different Places














Spelling Words


comb				crumb


scene				scent


gnat				sign


knife				know


wrist				writing











Language Arts


Grammar: 


Linking Verbs- A linking verb connects the subject to the rest of the sentence. It does not show action.  be, am, is, and are are linking verbs.





Mechanics: Capitalization of Proper Nouns. A proper noun names a specific person, place, or thing. The names of cities, states, countries, and continents are all proper nouns. Each proper noun begins with a capital letter.














Vocabulary in Context


growth- A growth is something that grows or has grown.


eerie- If something is eerie, it is strange in a way that makes you feel afraid or nervous.


layers- If something has layers, it is made up of different parts or levels sitting on top of one another.


lively- Something that is lively is active and full of life and energy.


location- A location is a place.


region-  A region is a large part of the surface of Earth.


seasons- The seasons are the four parts of the year that each have their own kind of weather.


temperate- A temperate place is a place that is never very hot or very cold.

















