
Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on the ways in which animals survive. Some animals live in hot places; others live in cold places. Wherever they live, animals need to adapt to their environment.

Essential Question: How do you express yourself?
Genre: Expository Text- is a story that gives facts and information about a topic. It may include text features such as photos and captions, subheadings, and diagrams with labels. 
Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing. 
Word Workout (see page 74)
· Words to Know: prefixes are word parts that can be added to the beginning of a word to make a new word.

EXAMPLE:  Please return the library book.
The prefix re means “again”.

The prefix dis means “opposite of”.
· You and your child will make up sentences using the words on the list. Each sentence will be related to a musical event. When you’ve used all the words, your child will draw a picture of the event.

· Spelling/Phonics: long u You will give your child one minute to look at the list words. Then say each word and have your child tell you which vowel sound he or she hears in the word. Ask your child to spell the word. This week’s words contain the phonic sound of long u, spelled u_e, ew, ue, and u.

Comprehension (see page 75): main idea and key details
The main idea is the most important point that an author makes about a topic. Key details tell about and support the main idea.
Your child will read a short paragraph and think about the main idea and details. He or she will circle the picture that shows the main idea and draw a line under the picture that shows a detail.
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Spelling Words


cute				cube


fumes				music


unit				menu


few				pew


fuel				cues











Language Arts


Grammar: 


Combining and rearranging Sentences- You can combine two simple sentences with similar ideas to make one longer sentence. You do this by connecting the two sentences with a comma and a word such as and, but, or, and so.


EXAMPLE: We get some paint. We make a mural.


Think… These two simple sentences are both talking about making a mural. I can combine them with a comma and the word and.


…We get some paint, and we make a mural.





EXAMPLE: Kelly wrote a poem in her notebook.


Think…How else can I say the same thing, but rearrange the words?


… In her notebook, Kelly wrote a poem.





Mechanics: Sentence Punctuation. Different kinds of sentences have different end punctuation. A statement or command ends with a period. A question ends with a question mark. An exclamation ends with an exclamation mark.


We use a comma before words such as and, but, or and so when you join two sentences.


EXAMPLES:


Please turn on the radio (.)		What is the name of that song (?)


It’s a great song (!)			I like the song (,) so I am going to play it.














Vocabulary in Context


cheered- Cheered means shouted with happiness or praise.


concert- A concert is a musical performance played y a number of musicians.


instrument- Musical instruments are tools used to make music.


movements- Movements are the ways of moving.


music- Music is the pleasing sounds made by a singer or musical instrument, such as a piano or guitar.


rhythm- Rhythm is the repeating of sounds or movements to create a beat.


sounds- Sounds are noises that can be heard.


understand- When you understand something, you know what it means.

















