
Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on the ways in which animals survive. Some animals live in hot places; others live in cold places. Wherever they live, animals need to adapt to their environment.

Essential Question: How do the Earth’s forces affect us?

Genre: Expository Text- is a story that gives facts and information about a topic. It may include text features such as photos and captions, subheadings, and diagrams with labels. 
Word Workout 

· Words to Know: similes are examples of figurative language. A simile uses the word like or as to compare two things that are unlike. To identify a simile, look for the word like or as in a comparison.

EXAMPLE:  She felt as cold as ice.
Ed eats like a bird.

· Spelling/Phonics: long a You will make a chart of the various spelling combinations that make the long a sound. Your child will write each spelling word in the column that matches how the vowel sound is spelled. This week’s words contain the phonic sound of long a, spelled ai, ay, ea, eigh, and ey.

Comprehension: author’s purpose
The author’s purpose is the main reason an author writes the text. An author may write a nonfiction text to give facts and information about a topic. An author may write a story to entertain readers, or make them laugh.
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Earth’s Forces














I Fall Down








Spelling Words


nail			train


main			hay


stay			prey


break			steak


weigh			sleigh











Language Arts


Grammar: 


Action Verbs- An action verb is a word that shows action. Action verbs tell what someone or something is doing. You can identify an action verb in a sentence by asking, “What is the person or thing in the sentence doing?”


EXAMPLE: Chad jumps rope.	jumps is the action verb that tells what Chad is doing


Mechanics: Abbreviations. An abbreviation is a short way of writing a word. Abbreviations start with a capital letter and end with a period.











Vocabulary in Context


amazing- When something is amazing, it is very surprising or makes you feel wonder.


force- A force is a push or pull that can change how something moves.


measure- If you measure something, you find the size or amount of it.


objects- Objects are things that you can see or touch.


proved- If you proved that something is true, you showed that it is true.


speed- The speed of something is how fast it moves.


true- If something is true, it is correct.


weight- The weight of something is how heavy it is.

















