
Dear Family Member:
This week our class will be focusing on the ways in which animals survive. Some animals live in hot places; others live in cold places. Wherever they live, animals need to adapt to their environment.

Essential Question: How can we understand nature?
Genre: Drama/ Folktale- drama, or play, is adapted from a folktale.
· A drama is a play that is written to be performed or acted out on stage. It can contain acts, a cast of characters, and a setting. 

· The script is the words or lines written that the actors say. This is also called the dialogue. The name of the speaker is given before the lines that he or she speaks. 

· A drama has characters, a setting, a plot, and a theme. 

· A drama can have a lesson to be learned, just as a folktale has a lesson to be learned. 

Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help reinforce the skills we’ll be practicing. 
Word Workout (see page 94)
· Words to Know: root words a root word is a word to which other word parts are added. 

Suffixes such as -ly or -able are added to the end of a root word to change its meaning. The suffix -ly means “in a way that is” as in quick/quickly. The suffix -able means “able to” as in fix/fixable. The endings -s and -ed can be added to a verb to show whether the action takes place in the present or in the past. 
For example: Latisha walks to school. Latisha walked to school yesterday. 
You will give your child clues about the vocabulary words. Your child will answer each question by naming the correct word that matches the clues.


· Spelling/Phonics: r-controlled vowels: eer, ere, ear Your child will spell each word. Then you will help your child sort the words to show the three different vowel spellings. This week’s words contain the phonic sound of the r-controlled vowel spelled eer, ere, and ear.

Comprehension (see page 95): theme the theme of a story is the main message the author wants the reader to know. The theme can be found by thinking about what the characters do and say. 
Your child will look at pictures and determine which one illustrates a given theme.


Unit 4 Week 4


Weekly Concept: Folktales About Nature

















Spelling Words


deer				cheers


steer				here


jeer				near


ear				dear


clear				spear








Language Arts


Grammar: 


Irregular Verbs irregular verbs do not add -ed to form the past tense. The spelling of irregular verbs change to form the past tense. The past tense of come, run, and hide is (came, ran, hid) 


Irregular verbs give, sing, sit. 


present �
come �
run �
hide �
give �
sing �
sit �
�
past �
came �
ran �
hid �
gave �
sang �
sat �
�
Examples:


We give out tickets to our play about the sun and the moon. (gave) 


Many families come to the show. (came) 


Children sit in the first row. (sat) 


Some children sing songs. (sang) 





Mechanics: Commas both the greeting and the closing of a letter begin with a capital letter and end with a comma. 


EX: 


Dear Ms. Cortez(,) 


     Thank you for giving me a part in the school play. I am very excited! 


                                                                                                         Sincerely(,) 


                                                                                                         Dave Myrick 














Vocabulary in Context


   ashamed	If someone feels ashamed, they feel embarrassed or sorry about something. 


boast �
If you boast about something, you brag about it. �
�
dash �
If you dash somewhere, you go there quickly and suddenly. �
�
holler �
If you holler , you yell or shout. �
�
plenty �
If there is plenty of something, there is a lot of it so you have enough. �
�
similarities �
If there are similarities between two things, they are much the same in certain ways. �
�
victory �
A victory is winning a contest or game. �
�
wisdom �
Wisdom is knowing what is right and using what you know to make smart choices. �
�












